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STATE SONG CONTEST WINNER
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- . Florida (Where the Sawgrass Meets the Sky)
S By Jan Hinton {
A Pompano Beach woman’s piece ’ ]
might become the next state song. s Ao ke G
Sitting proud in the ocean like a sentinel true,
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SENTINEL STAFF WRITER Florida, land of flowers, land of light, |

Florida, where our dreams can all take flight,

Whether youth's vibrant morning or the twilight

of years,

There are treasures for all who venture here — in Floric
Mockingbirds cry and ‘gators lie out in the sun

Although he didn't win the Florida state song
contest, Christopher Marshall said he still came
away with something.

'm very grateful,” said Marshall, of Orlando. “It

could be valuable to my career as a composer.” : mswpanmso b
Marshall, a 51-year-old professional composer, ?Eﬁ hlossoﬁs'msweet
P‘ﬂm thnﬂwrth}émsong "Mglglggda Home,” RICARDO RAMIREZ BUKEDA/ORLANDO SENTINEL 5 4 mﬁ"mair i
penned by a South Florida music teacher  Florida (Where the Sawgrass Meets the Sky) nd cultu native people
that extols everything from the sunshine to the eclipsed Orlando composer Christopher Marshall's :lm;ua, %r?reﬂ?eo:wgm meets_tﬁsta sri:v,

space industry won the compefition.
There were three finalists to replace the state
song, “Old Folks at Home (Swanee River),” by Ste-
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phen Foster. From Dec. 11 to midnight Th

‘My Florida Home' in a vote. Florida, where our hearts will ever lie,

Sitting proud in the ocean like a sentinel true,
Always shielding your own yet giving welcome.
Florida, land of flowers, land of fight,

the public cast votes online for their favorite. Florida, where our dreams can all take fli
3 & 'ght
Jan Hinton of Pompano Beach penned the win- mu‘:ﬂm read the Wﬂ < Whether youth's vibrant morning or the twilight of yea
| t:u winning song and other versions as There are treasures for all who venture here
pLeAsE see SONG, B4 as the original. OriandoSentinel.com/statesang in Florida, Florida,
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Woman’s song might become successor to ‘Swanee’

; kids singing ... and it just r’ istoday.
SONG rrov sounds absolutely great.” This is not the first attempt to
ning song, “Florida (Where the If legislators were uneasy, change the state song.
Sawgrass Meets the Sky),” voters were not. More than Two other tries — in 1988
which received 4,795 votes. 8,000 people went online to and 1997 — failed.
Carl Ashley of Boynton Beach register their choice, and about Hill and Homan started the
and Betsy Dixon of Lantana half selected Hinton's piece. “Just Sing, Florida” contest last

who co-wrote “Florida My
Home” received 2,471. Mar-
shall received 1,501 votes.

The winner was
at the Florida Music Educators’
Association convention in
Tampa. .

The song’s style and tempo is
are slow and serious, with
some similarities to a church
hymn, compared to the current
state song’s simple-yet-upbeat
rhythm

This difference initially
caused some concern among
those politicians seeking to re-
place the current song, until
they heard it performed live.

“When I first heard the song,
1 wasn't too excited,” admitted
Sen. Tony Hill, D-Jacksonville,
who is co-sponsoring a bill with
Rep. Ed Homan, R-Tampa, to
officially adopt the new ballad.
“But then I heard it with . . . the

“] wrote with my heart. I love
Florida,” said Hinton, a music
teacher at Pinecrest School in
Fort Lauderdale.

She has been a Floridian for
12 yeaxz and is originally from

“] heard [Hinton's] song was
a hit,” said Marshall, a com-
poser in residence at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida.

“This is my first song-writing
contest. It has given me a
glimpse of what it takes to be a
songwriter.”

The state song, written by
Foster in 1851, has been Flori-
da’s anthem for more than 70
years, but its lyrics have been
under fire for decades. Many
Florida residents say the song's
words demean blacks and
paint a false picture of slavery.
But others remain in favor of
keeping the song asit is.
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Jan Hinton's winning song will
go before state lawmakers.

Hinton, & music teacher, said
she would like her song to sup-
plement “Old Folks at Home”
—not replace it.

The song’s lyrics describe a
modern Florida where “cul-
tures rich, our native people
share,” and “bridges span... .10
the Keys and rockets skyward
mﬂ

Homan has said that Foster’s
song is memorable song, but is
not an appropriate picture of
the multicultural state Florida

year. A panel of six musicians
and music teachers assembled
by the Florida Music Educa-
tors' Association acted as
judges. Marshall's song was
among 243 submitted in Octo-
ber.

The judges first chose 20
songs, then narrowed the field
to three.

Marshall, who grew up in
New Zealand, said the words to
“My Florida Home” came to
him in August during a return
flight to Orlando after a trip to
Nassau, Bahamas.

A month later he finished the
song and, at the urging of a
friend, entered the contest.

Information from The Assodiated Press
and the South Florida Sun-Sentinel was
used in this report. Gabrielle Finley can be
reached at

or 407-420-5507.
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