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  This music, composed in 2003, is subtitled Journey 
To The Afterlife. It was inspired by my first visit to Cape 

Reinga, the northernmost point of Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

As I stood overlooking the cliff called Te Rerenga Wairua 

– literally ‘the leaping place of the spirits’ – I had a 

strange and unsettling experience, the strong sense of 

being in the midst of those spirits as they prepared for the 

arduous swim to the ancestral homeland, Hawaiki. 

            From a formal point of view, Te Rerenga employs 

music resembling a Victorian chorale upon which are set 

melodic strands influenced by the Maori chant of 

mourning, the waiata tangi. The piece ends with a passage 

derived from the call of the korimako, or bellbird, 

traditionally the soul’s final farewell to the living. 
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